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Please see attuched lecter which has 

‘been followed during to-day by telephune calls 
‘urging us to do something abuut the problem. In 
‘your absence and in discussion with Mr. Balfour 
amd Mr. Jones (United States imbassy) it was 
‘suggested thst a Technical Sub-Committee might 

ibe asked urgentl,; to se. what we could possibly 

ido in th: circumstances to help. 

| The C.B.S. correspondents tell me that 
iall the correspondents a pear to be staying on 

jin Palestine. (ne of the C.B.S. Vice-Pre ‘Sidents, 
(Mx. Javidson Taylor, is now in London. having 

jjust arrived from :alestine. according to him, 
there are two or three small power transmitters 
available which could be used for ".oice casts". 





| I think we should do all that is 
jpOssible to help th: B.B. -:. and the .merican 
networks to get th ir news out of Palestine. 
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29 AP 
AMERICAN EMBASSY A es 


1 Grosvenor Square, 
London, W,1. 
April 23, 1948. 


RESTRICTED 


Dear Bernard: 


We have received a telegram dated April 22, from the Department 
of State reading as follows: 


"The Department has been informed that Cable and Wireless : 
Plans the removal of its radio equipment from Jerusalem by May 
‘15. If these plans are carried out there will be no reliable 
communication available after that date. Cutting off the Jer= 
usalem and Palestine area from adequate communication with the 
outside world during critical period of intense world interest 
would be very hasardous from general security standpoint and 
leave the world without accurate information on what was hap~ 
pening. The Department is endeavoring to augment radio facil- 
ities at the American Co erusalem but is highly doubtful 
this can be done by May 15 ,Will be inadequate in any event. 
Maintaining international communications with Palestize igygon~ 
| sidered essential, Please advise the Foreign Office/and urge 
the Foreign Office to take immediate steps to have Cable and 
Wireless continue the operation of its Jerusalem station until 
reliable communications can be otherwise provided," 


I hope that you will let me know as soon as you are ready to talk 
about the foregoing, 


With best wishes, 


Sincerely yours, 


Bernard Burrows, Esquire, 


Head, Eastern Department, 
Department of State, 
Washington, D.C, 
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@n INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
ee 


(woher (0.T.P.) 


FRU FAL: SELNE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 


‘ as Sty fea ss *YS» a 
22.40 hrs. 


Lambo? ATs INDEXES 


Adéyassed ta S of Se. 
Repentad te oSapeagg 5 soe. Noe 286. 
‘ " Ud. Delegation, No. 1155 (Washingtor. 
; please pass). 
. “ Ammar. HO. 11754, 
= ' BoKM.B.O. Cairo, No. 10, 


My 3e 3 OK + av Cc. 40855 
PeLounanuniloatiorne. 


Lt noe a% hser pessible to establisa wireless 
hark “ith Cabje ap “ireless at Haifa since their unit has 
heer wexrrua in the present a@2sturbances, I am onmisarousin 
To feotange ¢ Jey". Bet we unit to remain here operating pish, 
fey onhy Oto 226, Sopil whch would mean that they wad? 


UuNMt muge ty dauvnigs i: 53 Sater, 

2: AB &.resey reported, Lydda airport may cose 
29th April, Pe you «oatemplate sir mall to Palestine Cearany 
Sosy 


Be jnce @Blave var drafted, it has been arranged thre’ 
Jerusalem urs; #37 vemaia here temporarily and mor: to 
Arner, jus? velo ich May: 2 hops that Foreign Office unit 
Will be in uee For Government mossages within few daye but 
see ne way of avoiding Z daya break in press traffis whils 
Cable ams Wireless wove- 
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Copies sent to:~ 
O.Pe Oe ° Mr. Townshend. 


Forsign Office ad Mr. R.D. Spinney. 
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NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC, 


43 BERKELEY SQUARE 


LONDON, W. 1. stew «(160 3 


QROSVENOR 3180 


eat ee ee 23rd April, 1948. MROSVENOR 1005 


MASA RK, LON DOS OF LOR 


INDEXES 
Dear Rids, aia 


The BBC and the undersigned have received an appeal by identical 
telegrams, from our respective correspondents in the area, to urge 
the early inauguration of some form of British-operated service from 
Jerusalem to replace the commercially operated Cable & Wireless system 
which is withdrawing May lst next. 


In our view, and the view of our correspondents in the area, it is 
vitally important that communications for press and radio be maintained 
from Jerusalem after May lst, and after the expiry of the mandate and 
withdrawal of British forces. This is as vital to Britain as to other 
coufitries in the world. Our correspondents have suggested a system 
whereby such communication can be maintained by utilizing British equip- 
ment and technical personnel already on the spot, provided the British 
Foreign Office cooperates. 


Our identical cables state that press and radio correspondents 
in Jerusalem area are making arrangements locally to relay the signal of 
@ new British transmitter via Amman to London and the United States. 
They describe this new transmitter, an X399 in Army parlance, as "belong- 
ing to the British Community". We believe it is that allocated to 
Sir Hugh Dow. The transmitter and a British technician are already on 
the spot, but its operation depends on a frequency allocation from the 
Foreign Office which the technician tells our correspondents he is now 


awaiting. 


The Jerusalem correspondents (Anglo-American), if the Foreign 
Office approves a policy permitting them to use this transmitter, intend 
to broadcast news, and send morse copy, to our respective countries on 
specified daily periods of time allocated to press and radio. The 
signal of this small transmitter would easily carry the local distance 
to Amman where the Cable & Wireless operated “Blue Train" will later be 
located. This "Blue Train" is an Army mobile transmitter that is large 
and cumbersome and is being withdrawn for safety. But its new location, 
Amman, indicates it 1s intended to service such British radio facilities 
as remain in Jerusalem after Cable & Wireless's withdrawal. The "Blue 
Train's" power is such that it would greatly boost the signal of the 
X399 from Jerusalem, and this suggemted relay system is the only means 
of maintaining direct communication with Jerusalem. 


4 


. NIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC. 


We umierstand that Mr. Barker, elitor of the Foreign News 
Division of the BBC, has already dscussed this verbally with you 
2 Ae Mr. Orchard, the Communications Expert of the Foreign 

ce. 


Could you please use your good offices to expedite the 
allocation of the frequency mentioned above, and the policy of 
allowing this transmitter for press and radio use. You will 
understand it takes some time to synchronise a radio-relay system 
from new locatioms and several days test will be required before 
both oan X399 and the “Blue Train" will be in faultless, usable 
operation. 


Please advise at your earliest opportunity and call upon us 
at any time for any possible assistance we mey be able to render. 


Yours sincerely, 


Aan Sears 


Allan Jackson, 
Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc. 
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Nationsl Baeaticast ing Co. ,Inc. 


copy to Mr. Barker, BBC Foreign News. 


Foreign Office, 
Whit ehall, 8.8.1. 


Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 
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Tne followin, 1S tne text oF an annoyuce 
went to ve wece oy Ceuise & Virere.s to ali taeir 
Stations: 

1 
"Vita tne exception vi Jerusaiew, una NDEXEr 
untii furtner aavisea, cease uccepting 
aii truliic to Purestine cace,t Govern- 
went una urgent press. Goveinwent una 
urgent press wlii De SUDjEct to inceri- 
nite ueic«y. Tratiic to Jerusz:i eu 
stiii suvject to previous restiictaons.™ 


G. De SPlasiiy 
44/4 


(Copy for Eustern Lept.) 
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MEMORANDUM FROM !% 444, ewtein 
to hr. icDonela. 


April ce, 146. 


tra ABD 


I wonder whether you care to mention to the Foreign Oifice 
the fact that everything points to our correspondence from 
Pelestine being interructed very soon. The Ceble and sire- 
less pecole neve epperently aecided not to lesve their 
instsllstion in Palestine to be seized by Jews or Araos. 
Cemineds is determined to remisin es lomy es he can. 


4n ©O& from the corressonaents hes gone to the NPa, but the 
question remeins whether the roreigtn Oriice is inclined to 
teke uv the cuestion or press interests with Low, the U.h. 
reprecentetive in Jerusulem, Lt mi:ht de helviul ii the 
eeriovsness ci an interrupticn of news Irom relestine were 
mentionea to the /.0. A 

a 

Kelle 


Copy to the Editor. 
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Recd. 30 Apr '4é. 
From:- C. in C. iZIF. D.T.O0. 291230 B Apre 
To:—- The Yar Office. 
Iii EDIATE. 
RESTRICTED. PR/71975. 
For D.D.P... from D.D.P.R. Ref your PR(Co-ord) (B) 100/iISC/1835 
of 27 Apre 
One. Understand biG Jerusalem endeavouring arrange cable and wirdless 
link stays Jerusalem till 6 i:ey vith blue train moving to Amman about that 
date. Line communication possible from Amman to Jericho if nct Jerusalem. 
Two. , No Army apparatus available sole use of press messagese bs 
Three. Signals have put one SCR 399 wireless set at disposal civil , 
in Jerusalem for civil cmergency. : 
Foure Onc SCR 399 has been installed in military compound Haifa for 
cable and wireless for civil emergency s 
Five, Cable and wireless subimmrine cable Haifa fully guarded until 
final military vithdraval. 
Six. Suggest NPA approach PG through Colonial Office with view 
assist in staffing two sets mentioned in paras three and four. 
Seven, Sigs Directorate has full details crewing SCR 399. 


Zight. CSO has fully explored i regrets unable assist further. 


iu@ssage Control. 
Distribution by DDPR, 


Copies to:= DD Sigs se: 
DD Sigs (Telecommunioation), 
Foreign Office (News Division - Mr Price), 
Colonhal Office (lliddle East Division - lMir Matheson, 


